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thrown over the Government's Tidies Bill to loud
Nonconformist cheers in Oldham and grave Tory
frowns in London. This manoeuvre came of thinking
for himself on complicated subjects, upon which the
party much preferred to think for candidates. At
headquarters it left a sad impression of independence.
Randolph Churchill had always been unorthodox;
and it looked as if his son was going to be much
the same. Mr. Balfour, who filled Lord Randolph's
place and led the party in the House of Commons, said
something scathing on the subject, although he wrote
amiably to the candidate about his political career.

That was not ended by his first defeat. The
Oldham by-election had been a mere overture played
by a beginner's hand ; and he had already been the
subject of a grand explosion of publicity in the
Daily Mail, where G. W. Steevens wrote him up as
"The Youngest Man in Europe," credited with
" qualities which make him, almost at will, a great
popular leader, a great journalist, or the founder of
a great advertising business ... At the rate he
goes* there will hardly be room for him in Parlia-
ment at thirty or in England at forty/' At the
moment there appeared to be no room for him in
Parliament, although he spent a most instructive
summer day up the river listening to Joseph Cham-
berlain, who knew every move in that absorbing
game. But there was ample time* He was only
twenty-four; k was still 1899; and that autumn
Mr. Chamberlain's activities gave him a better game
to watch. For Paul Kruger sent an ultimatum, and
Great Britain was at war in South Africa.
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